
IB PSYCHOLOGY 
Mr. Hausman w 2017-18 w Room 213 w (503) 431-5583 w chausman@ttsd.k12.or.us 

Class web site: historyhaus.weebly.com w We will occasionally access additional resources at: bonicapsych.weebly.com 

Course Overview	
IB Psychology is designed to introduce you to the theories, research methods, ethics, and critical thinking skills that 
modern psychologists use while engaging in the systematic study of behavior and mental processes. During our 
exploration of the field of Psychology, we will be examining the interaction between the body, mind, and environment 
that shape us into the complex beings that we are. Because this class is being taught at an IB level, the curriculum, 
classroom activities, reading, and assessments are designed to help you master the learning outcomes set forth by the 
IBO (International Baccalaureate Organization). Ultimately, this course will prepare you to display your knowledge, critical 
thinking, and communication skills on the May IB exams, as well as in college.  

Topics of Study 
• Intro to Psychology: What is Psychology and how do we study it? 
• Biological Level of Analysis: How do our biological functions and genetic makeup impact our behaviors? 
• Cognitive Level of Analysis: How do our mental constructs and interpretations of the world impact our 

behavior? 
• Sociocultural Level of Analysis: How does our environment and culture impact our behavior? 
• Human Relationships: How do our biological, cognitive, and sociocultural influences impact our relationships 

with other humans? 
• IB Internal Assessment: How do you conduct and report psychological research? 
• Applied Psychology: Can Psychology teach us how to be happier? 

Academic Expectations 
• Academic honesty is of the utmost importance to me and I will follow school policies in the unfortunate event 

that dishonesty occurs. 
• Because this is an IB course, all students will be required to complete all assignments and expectations set 

forth by IBO. This includes writing in-class short answer questions (SAQs) and extended written responses 
(EWRs), and completing the IB Internal Assessment research study replication project (which will be submitted 
to turnitin.com)  

Behavioral Expectations: Responsible, Respectful, Safe 
1. Be Present: Be physically and mentally present while in class.                                                                  

NOTE: I usually take attendance during the first 2 minutes of class. After that time, I do not adjust attendance, since I am 
focused on instruction. In accord with revised school policy, students entering after a teacher has taken roll must report to 
the Attendance Office to get an Attendance Slip, and may then report to class.


2. Everyone Talks, Every Day: Each of you have your own voice and ideas that are essential to the progress of 
our class. You will talk, whether in partners, small groups, with teachers, or to the whole class every day. 

3. Eyes Open, Phones Away, Mind Open: In order to create a productive and collaborative learning 
environment, students will be asked to limit phone use to the occasional (not guaranteed) tech break times 
(which usually last a minute, or perhaps two). Students using phones at other times will choose between 
brown-bagging their phone or placing it in a box placed in a locked cabinet until the end of the period.                                                                                                                                             
The research is clear: If you’re using a phone during class, you’re not actively listening and learning, because the process of 
learning new material (or refining recent material) is harmed by “multitasking.” To learn well, you need to “single task” on what 
is being learned. Some students may think that they can use their phones whenever the teacher is not directly instructing the 
class (such as during discussions, group work, videos, etc.) This is a misconception: Learning comes in many forms and your 
engagement in the process is the key to academic growth. This doesn't mean phones are bad (they are clearly useful for a 
enormous number of things). It means phone use has its time and place, and use in class disrupts the learning process (and 
may distract from the learning of other students as well). 


4. Respect: Show respect for the ideas and feelings of all members of our classroom and school community. 
Sexist, racist, homophobic, or any other hurtful comments will not be tolerated in our classroom community. 

5. Take responsibility for your learning: If you have a question, ask. If you need further assistance, come see 
me. If you want your work checked, talk with your peers or myself. If you are acting in a way that is hindering 
your ability to learn (or someone else’s), change your behavior. If you have a bottle of water, place it on the floor 
when using a Chromebook. If you have food at times that are indicated as okay, be sure to clean up your desk 
and throw away any trash. When individuals take responsibility for their actions, few rules are necessary. 
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Wellness Warm-Ups: We (Mr. Bonica and I) believe that school should not be just a place where you learn new 
academic information and ideas about Psychology, but also how to become a happier, healthier, more compassionate 
person. In order to combat the negative stressors and emotions that school can bring, I will be introducing you to a 
variety of scientifically defended wellness activities that promote mental and physical health. These may come in the 
form of guided mindfulness exercises, short yoga routines, gratitude exercises, and many other possibilities. 
Health II Credit: The second semester of this course will earn you a Health II credit that fulfills high school graduation 
requirements. 
Homework will consist of work on ongoing projects, occasional readings / videos, and general studying (including 
Quizlet study guides prior to quizzes or written tests). However, one of our mottos is “Be at school when you are at 
school so that you can be at home when you are home,” and we want to respect your time at home. So, in general, 
spend your time at home getting sleep, exercising, reading for pleasure, meditating, eating with your family, or other 
stress reduction strategies. These will all help you find personal and academic success this school year. 
“Shooting for a 6 or 7” Options: Building on the previous statement about homework, for those who are planning to 
take the IB Psychology exam in May 2018, and who would like to get additional practice or have additional details 
about psychological studies, we may offer optional homework or exam practice assignments (that will not affect the 
grade, but may improve performance on IB tasks) at different times throughout the course. 
TAG Statement: While this is a college-level IB course that should provide appropriate challenge for most TAG students,  
the curriculum and instruction of this course may be differentiated to include specialized groupings, compacting of 
curriculum, accelerated pacing, and providing of extension / challenge activities (on the principle of “different work” not 
“more work”), in order to ensure that students designated as “Talented as Gifted” (TAG) receive academic instruction 
that is appropriate for their rate and level of learning. 

Approach: Feedback, Scoring and Grading 
Self-assessing your Learner’s Portfolio to determine a grade: After much thought, ongoing discussions with other 
teachers and students, and research on the topic, we (myself and fellow IB Psychology teacher Andrew Bonica) have 
decided to try something new when it comes to determining the 1st quarter and 1st semester grades. Over the course 
of the semester, you will be building a Learner’s Portfolio within your binder for this class. The goal of this portfolio will 
be to ask you not only to master content and skills (or demonstrate growth on them), but to engage with the content on 
a meaningful level (see, for example, the “Apply” and “Create” categories of assignments below). You will review, and 
self-evaluate, this portfolio of collected work, and write a Proposed Grade & Justification response that will be reviewed 
by the teacher at the end of each quarter. Should there be agreement between teacher and student, that grade will 
become the grade in Synergy for that reporting period. Should there be disagreement, the student and teacher will work 
together to discuss their differing interpretations and reach agreement, considering a range of factors (see the section 
immediately below). If no agreement can be reached after discussion, the teacher’s determination will be final.  

In adopting such an approach, the aim is to prepare you to be more reflective, to focus on your continuing growth in 
skill and knowledge, and to support you in becoming a lifelong learner. We also understand that IB course assessments 
are challenging, and we want to allow students who make continuing progress in scoring during a semester to have a 
chance to see that reflected in their grade. Finally, we believe the ability to apply knowledge to real world contexts 
(“Apply” tasks) and to express understandings in self-chosen, creative forms (“Create” tasks) have value that can pay off 
in life beyond school. A traditional grading approach might not allow us to adequately honor that.  

Learner’s Portfolio: Categories of Tasks and Considerations in the Final Grade  
1. Remembering (Quizzes): Students will show their ability to remember key information by taking multiple choice 

content quizzes. Students will record their scores in their portfolio as one data point for consideration. These 
scores will be also be recorded in JupiterEd (see 
explanation below). 

2. Understanding (IB SAQs): Students will show their 
understanding of key concepts and studies by 
writing responses to Short Answer Questions 
(SAQs) from past IB exams. Students will receive 
feedback from their teacher and either provide 
revisions or identify an improvement plan for the 
next assessment before receiving an IB rubric 
score (see the scoring guide to the right) 

	  



3. Apply: Students will apply concepts and findings from studies by writing and sharing application responses. 
Each quarter, students will write an application article that explains how the concepts, studies, and theories that 
we are discussing can be applied to real world situations. This will be self-assessed using a rubric, which the 
teacher will then review and accept, or review and provide feedback for resubmission to reach the score the 
student assessed it at.  

4. Analyze & Evaluate (IB EWRs): Students 
will analyze and evaluate key concepts and 
psychological studies by writing on-demand IB 
Extended Written Responses (EWRs). Students will 
receive feedback from their teacher and either 
provide revisions or identify an improvement plan 
for the next assessment before receiving an IB 
rubric score. Students must complete all EWR assessments AND 
demonstrate “Meets” level work (11-15 on the EWR scoring guide 
posted to the right) in order to justify a course grade of B. In order to 
justify an A, students should complete all assessments AND be able 
to demonstrate Exceeds level work (16-22 range) at some point in 
the semester, either through continual upward improvement, or 
fairly consistent performance somewhere near that score range 
(and at least 1 score at 16-22). Of course, while Exceeds 
marks on EWRs make it possible to earn a course grade 
of A, they do not guarantee it: scores in the other 4 areas 
(quizzes, SAQs, Apply, Create) and 21st Century skills 
performance will also be considered by students and the 
teacher.  

5. Create: Students will use their knowledge and 
thinking skills gained from this class to create a 
unique representation of that learning. This is an 
open-ended task that should relate to the skills and 
passions of each individual. This can take the form 
of a visual artistic representation, a short story, a 
community service project, a training routine for a 
pet, a written letter to a decision maker, or any 
other creative process. This will be self-assessed 
using a rubric, which the teacher will then review 
and accept, or review and provide feedback for resubmission to reach the score the student assessed it at.  

21st Century Skills: In addition to demonstrating the different levels of learning represented in the Learner’s Portfolio, 
students will also be asked to demonstrate the following skills that are essential, both in school and beyond: 

1. Communication: Students will share their demonstration of learning with parents or meaningful adult figures in 
your life by sitting down with them and laying out what you have learned and how you have used that learning 
in meaningful ways.The adults will provide feedback to students about their communication, using a rubric. 

2. Wellness: Students will have the opportunity to attempt different wellness activities throughout the school year. 
Students will self-assess themselves by reflecting on these activities and their engagement with them. 

3. Engagement & Collaboration: Students will be asked to participate in discussion, or group work, on a daily 
basis in our class, and evaluate their engagement in that process. Students will also reflect on how they work 
with classmates to discuss and solve complex problems. 

Synergy, JupiterEd and Grade Reporting 
As part of this class, students will use JupiterEd, which is a Learning Management System (LMS), where students can 
take quizzes and turn in digital assignments. The raw data (quiz scores, short answer question scores, etc.) for the 
Learner Portfolio will be posted to Synergy, but will be marked as “Not For Grading.” This means Synergy will not 
automatically compute a grade, but students and parents will be able to check progress at any time by examining the 
raw data in Synergy, or on the Learner Portfolio cover sheet, located in the student’s binder (where the student will 
record scores as they occur). If students are missing major assessments, email notices will be sent out through 
Synergy. 

Students: I will strive to treat you fairly, act with compassion, and also to uphold my classroom expectations and 
policies that I believe will help all of us find success this year. If at any time you have questions, concerns, or 
comments please voice them to me and I will do the best I can to assist you. I truly look forward to working and 
learning with you all this year. 


