
ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY: 
School Search and the 4th Amendment


Prompt: Some school districts in the United States allow police officers with drug-sniffing 
dogs to make occasional, unannounced visits to high schools to search school property, 
including student lockers, that the dogs identify as suspicious.


Write an email to the school board in which you acknowledge that reasonable people may 
support either position and in which you present a convincing case that will persuade school 
district leaders to agree with your view.


Success indicators:  

- Carefully consider the intended audience (school board members) and use word choice and syntax 
that is appropriate for that intended audience


- Similarly, use a formal and fair tone that would be more likely to appeal to the intended audience


- Introduce a clear, arguable and specific claim (argument) related to the prompt


- Develop that claim throughout the essay (through the use of claim topic sentences to start 
paragraphs and concluding sentences to wrap up paragraphs and transition to the next paragraph)


- Provide relevant, specific and accurate evidence for the claims and counterclaims being made 
(reference to specific 4th Amendment court cases can be one effective way to do this, among 
others); this evidence is essential in order to support the argument and claims being made


- Identify counterclaims and point out strengths and weaknesses of claims and counterclaims made 
in the email message to the school board; this helps you to communicate your awareness that this 
is a complicated issue


- Include a thoughtful conclusion that supports the main argument you made and considers the 
significance of the issue


Each of these indicators shows up in the scoring guide printed on the back. 

Resources:  

On the History Haus (historyhaus.weebly.com), go to the “Unit 2: Constitutional Amendments & 
Rights” page; resource links are posted at the top of the page. 


Due dates: 

You will have two class periods in which to write the paper during class, using Revision Assistant 
(revisionassistant.com) software: Thursday, Dec. 8 and Monday, Dec. 12. You may continue to write 
& revise the paper out of class, which is highly recommended if you are behind the targets for 
completion at the end of class.


The first draft is due to Turnitin Feedback Studio (turnitin.com) at the end of class on Thursday, Dec. 8 
(even if not fully completed yet). Note: It is strongly recommended that you copy & paste your draft from Revision 
Assistant to Google Docs, so that you have a backup.


The final paper is due to Turnitin Feedback Studio (turnitin.com) at the end of class on Monday, Dec. 
12. Since this paper generates FOUR 4-3-2-1 scores, it is a significant part of the grade. This paper 
can also be used as an Essential Skills sample for argumentative writing, in order to graduate. 
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